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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021 — 11:00 a.m.

Love and Love and sserveerve
Church of Church of 
Bethesda-by-the-SeaBethesda-by-the-Sea

TheThe

•  In-person Holy Eucharist in the Garden Chapel on Sundays at 8:00 
a.m., in the Church and Garden Chapel at 10:00 a.m., and in the 
Garden Chapel on Wednesdays at 12:05 p.m.

• Online Holy Eucharist Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
•  Text BBTS and a dollar amount (example: BBTS $x,xxx) to 73256 to 

give to Bethesda using text messaging.
•  Celebrating the Resurrection at BBTS.org. Check the site for updates 

on all of our offerings and details for the program year.

During this time, you can quickly find all the ways we’re connecting at bbts.org. 
Our Facebook page (BBTSChurch) provides updates, information, streaming 

services, and encouragement.
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Prelude Tuba Tune in D major Craig Sellar Lang (1881–1971)
Please join in singing
Hymnal 1982 #657    Love divine, all loves excelling  Hyfrydol

Holy Eucharist and Homily
Rite II at 11:00 a.m.  
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The Word of God
Easter Acclamation
 Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
 People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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“Gloria in excelsis” from The Cambridge Mass Stuart Forster“Gloria in excelsis” from The Cambridge Mass — Stuart Forster 

 

“Gloria in excelsis” from The Cambridge Mass — Stuart Forster 
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Collect of the Day
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.
 People  And also with you.
 Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to 
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The congregation is seated.
Lesson Acts 8:26-40 Reader:  Debbie Staley

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So 
he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come 
to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot 
and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now 
the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was 
led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open 
his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, 

“About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, 
they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 
prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both 
of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Reader    The Word of the Lord.            People    Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 22:24-30 (read antiphonally)
 24  My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
   I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
 25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
   and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
   “May your heart live for ever!”
 26  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
   and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
 27  For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
   he rules over the nations.
 28  To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
   all who go down to the dust fall before him.
 29  My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
   they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever.
 30  They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
   the saving deeds that he has done.

Epistle 1 John 4:7-21 Reader:  Debbie Staley

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only 
Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love 
is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because 
he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has 
sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe 
the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in 
God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that 
we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love 
because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or 
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have 
from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Reader    The Word of the Lord.            People    Thanks be to God.
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Gospel John 15:1-8
       Before the Gospel
       Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
        according to John. 
       People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 
He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit 
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I 
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever 
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

      After the Gospel
       Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
       People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily The Rev. Burl Salmon
A brief period of silence follows the Homily.

Nicene Creed
  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is — seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father,
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made.
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
  by the power of the Holy Spirit
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
   and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
  He has spoken through the Prophets.
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People: Form V  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be 
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord 
Lord, have mercy.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Peter our own Bishop, for all bishops and 
other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may 
cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow 
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For Joe, our President; Ron, our Governor; the Mayor and members of the 
Town Council; and all those in positions of public trust that they may serve 
justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, 
O Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of 
creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we 
pray to you, O Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.
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For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, for all who are or recently have been 
hospitalized, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in 
danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and 
show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For our enemies and those who wish us harm; and for all whom we have 
injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.
For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy 
Spirit to amend our lives, we pray to you, O Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, 
friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, 
peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith 
is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place 
where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God.

 Silence
 The Celebrant says this Collect

Joining our voices with the faithful in every time and place, we offer our 
prayers to you, O God, rejoicing in the presence of the risen Lord, your son our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Easter is more than a Sunday. It is actually a seven-week season of the church year, the Great 
Fifty Days that begin at sundown the evening before Easter Day (when we celebrate the Great 
Vigil of Easter) and lasts for six more Sundays until the Day of Pentecost. These weeks of 
celebration will be dramatically different from the solemnity of Lent. Because Easter focuses on 
our new life in Christ, our liturgy reflects this joy. We stand for prayer throughout the service, 
and we omit the General Confession that normally follows the Prayers of the People. Of course, 
personal confession to God is always appropriate and may be made before our worship begins.
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The Peace
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
 People And also with you.

Greeting and Announcements
The Holy Communion

Offertory
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the 
majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the 
kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all.  1 Chronicles 29:11

Even though we cannot pass the plate, we invite you to continue your pattern of giving by making 
a gift online at bbts.org/give/, or by texting BBTS and a dollar amount (example: BBTS $x,xxx) 
to 73256 to give to Bethesda using text messaging, or by calling 561-655-4554 right now to make 
your gift.

 I am the true vine Margaret Sandresky (b. 1921)

At the Presentation
 Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord.
 People And of thine own have we given thee.
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer D 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you.
 People And also with you.
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
 People We lift them to the Lord.
 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

I am the true vine, and ye are the branches. 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit. 
Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit; 
so shall ye be my disciples. 
As the Father hath lov’d me, 
so have I lov’d you. 
This is my commandment, 
that ye love one another, 
as I have lov’d you.
- John 15:5, 8, 9, 12
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The Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are 
God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for 
ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill 
them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your 
radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining 
with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, 
and glorify your Name, as we sing,

 Sanctus and Benedictus   Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

The congregation remains standing, and the Celebrant continues
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world 
into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve 
all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not 
abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that 
in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant 
with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your 
only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news 
of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose 
he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and 
made the whole creation new.
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and 
rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to 
complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of 
all. 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; 
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel 
containing wine to be consecrated.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at 
supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the 
cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s 
death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and 
ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, 
from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we 
bless you.
Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
The Celebrant continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend 
upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy 
gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body 
and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 
spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by 
the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in 
peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found 
favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you 
glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 
AMEN.
Celebrant
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread Pascha nostrum Michael Murray  (b. 1974)
With majesty q = 65

Pascha nostrum
Music: Michael S. Murray (b. 1974)Text: An Australian Prayer Book (1978)
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 Celebrant
 The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 Behold who you are; become what you receive.

Communion
In apartheid South Africa many prisoners were denied the sacraments and had to find other 
ways of taking Spiritual Communion. This found its way into the 1989 Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa Prayer Book as a help to others who could not receive:
Jesus, may all that is you flow into me. May your body and blood be my food 
and drink. May your passion and death be my strength and life. Jesus, with 
you by my side enough has been given. May the shelter I seek be the shadow of 
your cross. Let me not run from the love which you offer But hold me safe from 
the forces of evil. On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. Keep 
calling to me until that day comes When, with your saints, I may praise you for 
ever. Amen.
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The congregation stands when the Celebrant returns to the altar.
Postcommunion Prayer from The Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts
 Celebrant and People

Eternal God, by grace you accept us as living members of your Son Jesus Christ, 
and feed us with spiritual food in this sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace to do your work of reconciliation as faithful 
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To Him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit may all 
creation sing hymns of thanks and praise. Amen.

Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which 
is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen

Please join in singing
Hymnal 1982 #379    God is Love, let heaven adore him Abbot’s LeighThe Hymnal 1982 - #379 God is Love, let heaven adore him
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The Hymnal 1982 - #379 God is Love, let heaven adore him

1 God is Love, let heaven adore him;
God is Love, let earth rejoice;

let creation sing before him
and exalt him with one voice.

God who laid the earthÕs foundation,
God who spread the heaven above,

God who breathes through all creation:
God is Love, eternal Love.

2 God is Love; and Love enfolds us,
all the world in one embrace:

with unfailing grasp God holds us,
every child of every race.

And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrowÕs iron rod,

then we find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.

3 God is Love; and though with blindness
sin afflicts all human life,

GodÕs eternal loving-kindness
guides us through our earthly strife.

Sin and death and hell shall never
oÕer us final triumph gain;

God is Love, so Love for ever
oÕer the universe must reign.

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. This song may be printed in congregational song sheets
for one-time use. No permission is granted to include this song in a hymnal or other permanent or semi-permanent collection of songs. No other
form of the music, whether for use by a choir, organ or other accompaniments is covered by this license. Please contact the publishers for these
permissions.

If you have purchased ritesong individual songs you have the rite for a single one-time use as described above. You will need to purchase them
again for any other use.

If you have made an annual purchase of ritesong, these rights expire when your annual purchase lapses. You must maintain an annual purchase
to maintain license rights described above.

The Dismissal
 Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
 People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Postlude Carillon-Sortie Henri Mulet (1878–1967)

†          †          †
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Prayers for healing and wholeness have been asked for...Alam, Alyona,  Andrea, 
Andrew, Ann, Anna, AnnMarie, Anthony, Arlo, Arnold, Arthur, Asha, Baker family, 
Barbara, Bert, Bianca, Bill, Blackman family, Bob, Bobby, Bonnie, Brodeur family, 
Campbell, Carrie, Carmen, Carol, Caroline, Carolyn, Celentano family, Charles, Charley, 
Chris, Chrissy, Christine, Crystal, Cynthia, Dan, Danny, David, Davidson, Deborah, 
Denny, Dian, DJ, Don, Donald, Donna, Dosher family, Eckert family,  Ed, Elaine, Elena, 
Elinor, Elizabeth, Ellen, Ellis, Frank, Freya, Gail, Gary, Gay, Ginny, Grace family, Greg, 
Hal, Hiestand family, Holly, Hull family, Hunter, Ian, Isabel, Jack, Jacquie, James, Jane, 
Jean, Jeanne, Jeannie, Jeffrey, Jenna, Joanie, Jodie, John, John Joseph, Jordan, Joy, Joyce, 
Kaki, Kathryn, Katie, Keith family, Kelly Ann, Ken, Kirsten family, Larry, Laurel, Lela, 
Lillian, Linda, Liz, Louise, Lourdes, Lucy, Lynn, Major family, Mallory, Marcia, Maria, 
Marie, Mariette, Marge, Mariela, Marilyn, Mark, Marshall, Martin, Mary, Mary Ann, 
Mary Louise, Marty, Matt, Matthew, Melissa, Meredith, Michael, Miller family,  Molly, 
Mota family, Osinachi, Pam, Pamela, Pat, Patricia, Peggy, Peter, Prescott, Regine, 
Richard, Ricky, Rob, Robbie, Robert, Ross, Sally, Sarah, Schlett family, Shannon, Sharon, 
Shawn, Shirley, Sophia, Staley family, Stan, Stephen, Stephanie, Sue, Susan, Suzy, Tacea, 
Terry, Teresa, Tina, Thomas, Tim, Tom, Travis, Tricia, Tucker family, Veda, Vera, Vince, 
Ward, Wendy, Yaw family, Yessennia, Yvonne, and those serving our country… Alex, 
Austin, Benjamin, Christian, Clara, Elizabeth, Eric, George, Harold, Herbert, John, 
Lorne, Luster Michael, Mantis, Sean, Thomas, Tommy, and William.

We pray for the repose of the soul of
Lowry Mack Bell

Maria Victoria Kirsten
Flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of

John MacGregor (Nick) Kindred
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The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Liturgical materials are from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979; The Book of Occasional Services, 2018; 
and Enriching our Worship, 1998.
Hymns and service music used by permission from One License A-733767.
All rights reserved worldwide.

Give Now Online!
You may “Give Now” electronically in one of three ways: (1) Scanning the 
QR code with your smartphone; (2) Visiting bbts.org and clicking the red 
“Give Online” button; or (3) Texting BBTS and a dollar amount (example: 
BBTS $x,xxx) to 73256 to give to Bethesda using text messaging. 

Bethesda’s Mission is to experience the clear and strong presence 
of God and to understand and spread Christ’s teachings through 

collective worship, learning, and service.
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