The

Church of
Bethesda-by-the-Sea

Welcome to the Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea.
We encourage everyone to wear a mask; we require those who are not vaccinated to wear a mask.
Hymn numbers refer to The Hymnal 1982 (blue).
Child care is available for children up to three years of age. Please ask an usher for details.

Holy Eucharist † 8:00 a.m.

First Sunday of Advent | November 28, 2021
Prelude
Celebrant
People

The Word of God

Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to set your people free.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Trisagion
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us. Holy
God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us. Holy God,
Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put
on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he
shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The congregation is seated.

Lesson		
Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise
I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be
saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will
be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25:1-9

(read responsively)

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; *
			 let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
			 let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
			 and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
			 for you are the God of my salvation;
			 in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
			 for they are from everlasting.
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6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
			 remember me according to your love
			 and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
			 therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right *
			 and teaches his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
			 to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
The congregation stands as the Gospel is introduced.

Gospel		

Luke 21:25-36
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ
		
according to Luke.
People
Glory to you Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the
waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon
the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.” Then he told them a parable: “Look at
the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of
the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength
to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man.”
Deacon
The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you Lord Christ.
Deacon

Homily		

A brief period of silence follows the Homily.

The Rev. Canon Elizabeth Geitz

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

The Prayers of the People: Form VI

The Leader and People pray responsively.

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in the Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence. The People may add their own petitions.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom.
Silence. The People may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Confession of Sin and Absolution (congregation kneeling)
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant pronounces absolution and then the congregation stands.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Greeting and Announcements

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Offertory

The Holy Communion

Members of the congregation will present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
Our King and Savior now draws near.
People
O come, let us adore him.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear
rejoice to behold his appearing.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

Everyone is invited to Communion. Because of current COVID protocols, we are only able to
administer bread, which is a full Communion. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers.
Our normal practice is to kneel at the rail, however, you may also stand. If you wish to receive a
prayer blessing instead of Communion, please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your
preference. To receive a gluten-free wafer, please request one from the minister.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The congregation kneels or remains standing, and the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Prayers for healing and wholeness have been asked for...Abby, Abigail, Angela,
Bailey, Bettina, Bill, B.J., Bob, Bobby, Boone family, Brygida, Carmen, Caroline,
Caroline, Carter, Casey, Dan, Dyna, Ed, Edward, Eleanor, Gloria, Gronlund
family, Heidi, Izzy, Jane, Jodie, Joseph, John, Kathleen, Kathryn, Kemp family,
Lane, Larry, Lee family, Lourdes, Lucas, Lynn Elaine, Marcia, Mariela, Mariette,
Marilyn, Martie, Martin family, Mary Elizabeth, Maverick, Missy, Nicholas, Nita,
Norma, Pat, Regine, Ricky, Sebastian, Shannon, Shawn, Sophie, Stephanie, Susan,
Valerie, and those serving our country… Alex, Austin, Benjamin, Christian,
Elizabeth, Eric, George, Harold, Herbert, John, Lorne, Luster, Michael, Mantis,
Sean, Thomas, Tommy, and William.

Communion

Bethesda’s Mission is to experience the clear and strong presence
of God and to understand and spread Christ’s teachings through
collective worship, learning, and service.

Following Communion, the congregation stands for the Postcommunion Prayer and Blessing.

Postcommunion Prayer
O God, who bids us wait in this season of longing: as you have fed us with the
body of Christ, make us hungry for Christ’s justice in the world; As you have
given us drink from the cup of salvation, make us thirsty for the fullness of
your kingdom; In these days of expectation, stir our hearts and awaken hope
that we may share the gifts of your reconciling love with all creation. Amen.
Blessing

The Dismissal
Deacon
People

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Liturgical materials are from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979; The Book of Occasional Services, 2018; and
Enriching our Worship, 1998.
Hymns and service music used by permission from One License A-733767.
All rights reserved worldwide.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Give Now Online!
You may “Give Now” electronically in one of three ways: (1) Scanning the QR
code with your smartphone; (2) Visiting bbts.org and clicking the “Give” button;
or (3) Texting BBTS and a dollar amount (example: BBTS $x,xxx) to 73256 to
give to Bethesda using text messaging.

Clergy and Staff

The Rev. Dr. Robert S. Dannals, Interim Rector

Gregory L. Knight
Associate for Christian Formation

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

Fred E. Staley
Associate for Administration

The Rev. Canon Elizabeth R. Geitz
Associate Priest

The Rev. Carol Barron
Associate Priest

The Rev. Susan Beebe
Associate Priest

The Rev. Jeff Beebe
Associate Priest

The Rev. Dr. Cecily J. Titcomb
Deacon

The Rev. Clayton B. Waddell
Deacon

Coordinators
Douglas Kwoka, Communications Coordinator
April Lawrence, Evangelism, Fellowship & Membership Coordinator
Ayana Pineiro,Worship & Pastoral Care Coordinator

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

Dr. Stuart A. Forster
Associate for Music & Liturgy

Sextons
Robert Mancuso, Sexton for Liturgical Support
Keith Risley, Sexton for Grounds
Jonathan Rivera, Sexton for Hospitality
William Thompson III, Sexton for Building Preservation
& Lead Sexton

Administrative Staff
Tierra Harper, Office Coordinator & Rector’s Assistant
The Church Mouse and The Shoppe Staff

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.

Daisy Alvarez, General Manager for Retail Operations
Evaristo Riestra, General Manager

Rosie Cartagena, Seamstress
Jonathan Goodine, Receiving Specialist

Wardens, Officers, and Vestry

John Sory, Senior Warden
Robert Diffenderfer, Chancellor
John Brim
Edythe Gordon
Sara Griffen

Katie Wandoff, Clerk
Sebastian Kent
Becky Myers
Laura Schlett

Richard Crone, Junior Warden
Matthew Lorentzen, Treasurer
Zach Shipley
Maury Wolfe
Chuck Zettler

The Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea
141 S. County Road, Palm Beach, FL 33480 | (561) 655-4554 | bbts.org
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