
6  The earth has brought forth her increase; * 
 may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

7  May God give us his blessing, * 
 and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

Please stand.

Gospel  John 14:23-29
 Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
  according to John.
 People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to Judas (not Iscariot), "Those who love me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear 
is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. "I have said these things to you 
while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said 
to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You 
heard me say to you, `I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If you loved me, 
you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than 
I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you 
may believe."

The Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Bob Dannals 
A brief period of silence follows the Sermon.

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People     Form V 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy”.
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be 
found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Peter, 
our Bishop; for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, 
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, 
and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow 
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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Easter Acclamation
 Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
 People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day
  Celebrant      The Lord be with you.
  People        And also with you.
  Celebrant      Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in 
all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that 
we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The congregation is seated.

Lesson  Acts 16:9-15 
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with 
him and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the 
vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that 
God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We set sail from Troas and 
took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from 
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman 
colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went 
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and 
we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman 
named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of 
Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly 
to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged 
us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my 
home." And she prevailed upon us.

Reader   The Word of the Lord.               People   Thanks be to God. 
Psalm 67 (in unison)

1  May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 
 show us the light of his countenance and come to us.

2  Let your ways be known upon earth, * 
 your saving health among all nations.

3  Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
 let all the peoples praise you.

4  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 
 for you judge the peoples with equity  
 and guide all the nations upon earth.

5  Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
 let all the peoples praise you.
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For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the 
dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, 
and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, 
O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show 
forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, 
and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and 
health, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For ___________ , we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith 
is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place 
where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

Silence.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Peace
    Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
    People  And also with you.

Greeting and Announcements 
Eucharistic Prayer 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you.
People     And also with you.
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.
People     We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People     It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, 
and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and 
by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving 
God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom 
you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea 
when it burst out from the womb; you brought forth all creatures of the earth and 
gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 
and all creation as we shout with joy:
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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The congregation may stand or kneel, and the Celebrant continues

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you 
called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 
bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to 
be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give 
himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into 
your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat, this 
is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 
said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out 
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection 
and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these 
gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O 
Christ:
People
Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory!
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they 
may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your 
Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice, and love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time 
gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, we worship you, our God and Creator, in voices of unending praise.
People
Blessed are you now and forever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People     Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Communion
Everyone is invited to Communion. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Our 
normal practice is to kneel at the rail, however, you may also stand. If you wish to receive a 
prayer blessing instead of Communion, please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your 
preference. To receive a gluten-free wafer, please request one from the minister.
Following Communion, the congregation stands when the Celebrant returns to the altar.
Postcommunion Prayer

Celebrant   Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen.

The Blessing
Dismissal
 Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, alleluia!
 People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Give Now Online!
You may “Give Now” electronically in one of three ways: (1) Scanning the QR 
code with your smartphone; (2) Visiting bbts.org and clicking the “Give” button; 
or (3) Texting BBTS and a dollar amount (example: BBTS $x,xxx) to 73256 to 
give to Bethesda using text messaging. 

Bethesda’s Mission is to experience the clear and strong presence 
of God and to understand and spread Christ’s teachings through 

collective worship, learning, and service.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Liturgical materials are from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979; The Book of Occasional Services, 2018; and 
Enriching our Worship, 1998.
Hymns and service music used by permission from One License A-733767.
All rights reserved worldwide.

Prayers for healing and wholeness have been asked for...Abby, Agata, Aiden, Andrea, 
Angel, Angela, Ann, Anne, April, Archer-Haynes family, Barbara, Benito, Bob, Bobbie, 
Brittany, Bryce, Brygida, Carl, Carol, Carol Ann, Carolyn, Catherine, Chris, Christine, 
Dan, Daniel, David, Davidson, Diane, Ed, Edward, Elaine, Elizabeth, Lorne, Lucas, 
Ellie, Ernie, Gabriel, Gloria, Goodman family, Heidi, Ian, Ite, James, Jamie, Jan, Jane, 
Jean, Jim, Joel, John, Johnston family, Joseph, Judah, Julie, Kate, Kathleen, Kathryn, 
Katie, Kelly, Kimball, Kinga, Landon, Lane, Larry, Laurie, Leslie, Lillian, Linda, Lisa, 
Lizz, Lourdes, Lydia, Lynn, Lynn Elaine, Mac, Marcia, Margot, Mariela, Mariette, 
Marilyn, Martie, Mary Elaine, Mary Elizabeth, Matthew, Melissa, Michael, Mireille, 
Murphy, Myrna, Nanci, Nancy, Natalya, Nicholas, Noah, Noreen, Norman, Otis, 
Padgett, Pat, Patrick, Patsy, Paul, Peg, Peggy, Peter, Regine, Richard, Ricki, Ruth, 
Ruthie, Sally, Sandra, Sandy, Sarah, Shannon, Shawn, Sheridan, Stahle family, Susan, 
Suzanne, Thompson family, Tico, Valerie, Vince, Walker, Wendy and those serving 
our country… Alex, Austin, Benjamin, Christian, Elizabeth, Eric, George, Harold, 
Herbert, John, Lee, Lorne, Luster, Michael, Mantis, Sean, Thomas, Tommy, and 
William.
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