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Dear Friends,

One year ago, in my annual

stewardship sermon, I

reflected on what it would

mean to light our iconic

tower. This dream was rooted in a desire to see
Bethesda as a light of the gospel in this community
and beyond.

Thanks to the generosity of a parish family, this
dream will become a reality in 2024. And as
stunningly beautiful as it will surely be, lighting
the tower also serves as a metaphor for all that
Bethesda both is and aspires to be. To act as a light
in the darkness, to offer grace and compassion to a
broken and hurting world, to inspire us all to love
and serve the Lord.

As we move boldly into the future at Bethesda-
by-the-Sea, I invite you to join me and your fellow

parishioners on an exciting journey. Amid renewed
vitality, ever-deepening faith, and a new vision for
Bethesda, now is the time to invest generously in
our beloved community, helping us to realize our
full potential as light-bearers.

To be clear, we're seeking to increase our budget by
15% this year. This investment in ministry will lead
to future growth in areas of spirituality, children
and youth, evangelism, communications, and
engagement.

As you think and pray about your financial e
commitment to Bethesda in 2024, I encourage your :
generosity and look forward to walking alongside A
each and every one of you. Let’s grow in our Wi
relationship with Jesus, have some fun, and marvel 3 \
at what a blessing Bethesda is in our lives. »

In Christ,
m’

The Rev. Tim Schenck

cPlich of
Bethesda-by-the-Sea
) . D)




LIVING INTO
THE VISION

The tower lighting serves as tangible
evidence that we are living into a time
of transformation at Bethesda. The
foundation of our shared vision is built
on two pillars:

BETHESDA AS A SPIRITUAL OASIS

Seeing our entire campus as a place

where parishioners and visitors are
drawn on Sundays and throughout the

week for inspiration and transformation.

BETHESDA AS A BEACON OF HOPE
Offering grace and compassion to a
broken, hurting, and divided world.

We are seeking to develop this vision in
several ways, including:

« Strengthening the newly formed
Bethesda Center for Spirituality

» Renewing our emphasis on outreach
ministries

» Growing our ministry with children,
families, and youth

+ Reimagining the Bethesda Bookshop
» Offering the Alpha Course, an
innovative program that invites
attendees to learn about Jesus and the
Christian faith

» Continuing to introduce new and
welcoming campus signage

SUPPORTING
THE VISION

INTRODUCING THE 15% PLAN

By THE NUMBERS

CHURCH REVENUE

>

@ Pledges

@ Gifts & Events

® Church Mouse

® Endowment Draw

CHURCH EXPENSES

® Worship & Music

@ Buildings & Grounds

® Outreach & Diocesan Support

@ Education & Hospitality

@ Administration & Communication



